What are the Inventories and Vendurollen? 
The inventories and the auction rolls (vendurollen) of the Orphan Chamber are invaluable sources for researchers interested in the life and times of people at the Cape during the VOC period and into the early British period. The inventories list all the possessions in a deceased estate, including livestock and slaves. The vendurollen list all the items sold, names of purchasers, and the prices paid at public auctions of deceased estates. The inventories and the vendurollen are stored in the Cape Archives. These records are being transcribed by the TEPC project and will be made available on the TANAP website.
An inventory is a list of the assets of an estate, sometimes with values attached. Within a few days of a householder's death, a list had to be made of all his/her fixed properties, goods and chattels. In Cape Town this was done by the Orphan Chamber and in the country by neighbours. There had to be at least two witnesses. The inventory was not for tax purposes, but to see how much the estate was worth
 so that it could be shared among the heirs. The list of possessions was sent to the Master of the Orphan Chamber to be transcribed by a clerk according to a standard format, signed and then numbered and filed in more or less chronological order. 

If a public auction (vendu) of the inventoried possessions took place, the sales were itemised in detail and filed. Though recording the same things, inventories and vendurollen were made for different purposes and so the layout of the documents is not the same.
Where to find inventories and auctions lists in the Cape Archives
The inventories and vendurollen or auction lists are stored in the Cape Archives. The Archives of the Master of the Supreme Court (Cape of Good Hope) is housed in the Cape Archives Repository, Roeland Street, Cape Town.  It includes:


Volumes


Description


Dates


MOOC 7/1/1-140
Wills & Appraisals

1688-1835

MOOC 8/1-48

Inventories


1673-1834

MOOC 8/49-51

Inventories & Appraisements
1780-1834

MOOC 8/75

Inventories not bound

1673-1825

MOOC 8/76-77

Index to Inventories

1692-1834

MOOC10/1-49

Vendu Rolls


1691-1834

There are household inventories filed elsewhere in the Archives, for instance in the 1\STB (Stellenbosch) series.  Stellenbosch Museum has transcribed and published the inventories from the MOOC8 and 1/STB series that refer to properties in the district (Krzesinski-de Widt 2002). The papers of the Council of Justice and the Master of Insolvent Estates also include inventories of people’s possessions. There are thus inventories to be found in other places that date throughout the 18TH and 19th century.

What are the inventories?
Inventories give the name of the deceased, heirs to the estate, surviving spouse and ‘children of all beds’, and the date and sometimes the cause of death. Inventories list: 

· the name and location of fixed property 

· the contents of any buildings on the property and of the yard, and the contents of any boxes, cabinets or cupboards, as well as the bedding on curtained bedsteads; perishable food was not usually included

· livestock and slaves, often but not always under separate headings

· precious metal valued by weight, whether jewellery, tableware or ornaments
· sometimes, in larger households, catalogues of book titles and, very rarely, pictures
· debts and credits of the estate. 
Short inventories list items either from most to least valuable, or in the order in which the appraisers had access to the items. In dwellings with more than one main room possessions were generally listed room by room in the house, attic, store-rooms, outbuildings and the farmyard. The function of rooms is shown by their contents.
The room-by-room appraisals are valuable sources of information about households as a whole because they show the size and layout of the house and the way spaces were used. The precise details as to date, person and place mean that inventories can be linked to many other sources.
Structure of a simple inventory

Reference: MOOC8/21.044




Date: 29 Augustus 1796

Family, heirs and executors names: 

Inventaris … Margaretha Smit … den burger Nicolaas Sertyn …. ab intestato … van vaderszyde: Margaretha Smith huisvriouw van den burger Jan Mosterd; van Moeders zyde: de kinderen van wylen Klaas Muller; Jan Muller, Jacobus Muller …..

Location: Een plaats ofte hofsteede gent. de Poespaskraal geleegen agter de Steenbergen onder het Kaaps District.
Contents of house, outbuildings & yard:

In ‘t woonhuis en aldaar in ‘t voorhuis

1
kleyn vierkant tafel

1
oude opslag etens tafel

6
oude stoelenl

In de voorkamer ter regterhand

2
oude ledige kisten

10
ledige koorn zakken

1
hand zaag

1
oude kapstok

In de voorkamer ter linkerhand

1
wit ophaal gordyn

1
spiegeltje met vergulde lysten

1
lessenaar


oude klederkast

1
ledikant met wit behangsel waarop 1 ben met zyn toebehooren

1
tafel met steene blad

7
oude stoelen

1
schiet geweer

In de agterkamer

3
oude rakken

1
broodmes

1
kelder met 5 ledige vlessen

1
oude vat

1
koper kandelaar

1
tinne kandelaar

2
koper coffy kannen

1
koper confoor met 1 tinne ketel

1
tinne schenkblad

1
tinne trekpot

In de keuken

1
combuis tafel

1
water halfaum

2
emmers

2
yster potten

3
schoorsteenkettings

1
kookketel

12
borden in zoort 

Op de werf

2
oude wagens

1
oude ploeg en voorts wat pikken, graven en rommeling

Livestock: Beestiaal

30
trek ossen

1
ryd paard

5
merrys

Slaves: Lyfeigenen

1
slave jonge gent. January van Mosambicque, beeswagter

1
slave jonge gent. January van Mosambicque, werksjonge

1
slave jonge gent. July van Bengalen

1
slave meyd gent. Dina van de Caab

1
slave jongetje gent. Abraham van de Caab

1
slave jongetje gent. Fredrik van de Caab

1
slave meysie gent. Jeannet van de Caab

1
slave meysie gent. Hannetje van de Caab

1
luigent slaven meysie gent. Saartje van de Caab

[the last 5 being children of Dina van de Caab]

Debts & Credits

Inneschulden; Rixdollars 320

Lasten des Boedels Rd 3666.32

Signatories: [names of witnesses & officials]
What are the Auction Lists (Vendurollen)?

If a public auction (vendu) of the inventoried possessions took place, the name, place, date, buyers, prices, and so on, were itemised in detail and filed. Vendurollen are evidence of the prices (and relative value) of objects, livestock and slaves, and of their circulation in the Colony.
Structure of a simple vendurol (auction list)
Reference: MOOC10/41.20




Date: 13 August 1825

Names & Locations: 

Extract from the Vendue Roll of all such goods as have been publicly put up far sale by the Board of Orphan Masters at the Cape of Good Hope on the 13th August 1825 at the house of the Auctioneer Thomas Read Welch and for Account of the estate of the late slave woman Alima of Mozambique (belonging to G. F. Geyer).
Items sold 


Purchaser 


Amount paid
1
Basket


Frans Pits Smith


1.01

1
Bedstead with curtains
Benjamin Lodewyk

9.00

11
Spanish Dollars
]

1
Gilder

]

1
half Gilder
]
Hermanus van der Schyff

37.01
1
Schelling
]

2
Ropees

]







rds
47.02

Signatories:


As Commissioners
In my presence



Oribeek

Munnik

� ‘Inventaris en taxatie’ often appears in the introduction to inventories. This translates as ‘inventory and appraisal/evaluation’. ‘Taxatie’ does not mean taxation. 





